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By KARI BORNSTEIN

I’'d like to share an incredible story, one of a
personal regard......

~ . It began over a month ago. Dvora Lakem (a
staff member of our “Connect2” homebound visita-
tion program for Holocaust Survivors, funded by
the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany) while touching base with her clients,
stumbled upon a name of a man who is a Holo-
caust survivor, and who also receives Meals-on-
Wheels. She forwarded his name, and I immedi-
ately called Shlomo Spielman to arrange a time to
meet for my initial assessment. .

When I arrived at Shlomo’s house, I was greeted :

by a gentle face and warm smile. We got to talk
about his life, his struggle to stay alive during the
Holocaust and his hardshlps in America. But what
struck me about Shlomo is how he remembered each
and every detail of what occurred 40 to 50 years
ago. We ended our first meeting. I told him that we
would be in touch, and that I would call him when I
found someone to come and visit him,
Two weeks later, I mailed out Thanksgiving
cards to all of the seniors who are apart of the Meals-
n-Wheels friendly-visiting program. For some rea-
son, I decidéd to write my telephone number un-
derneath JCC’s address on the envelope — in case
a senior wanted to call me, my number would be
easily. accessible.
Two days later, I got a call from Shlomo. “Hi

Kari, I'm just calling to thank you for your beauti--

ful card that you sent me. And Kari, 'm looking at
your last name and remembered you told me a little

" ther, let me tell you my grandfather s name to make
sure that we're talking about the same person — _

about your family. Did your grandfather happen to
be in Germany?”

I answered, “Yes.”

“Was your grandfather in Bad Rezchenhall‘”’

I answered, “Yes.”

“Was your grandfather a police officer?”

As chills set across my body, I answered again,
(lYeS”

“Now Shlomo” I said, “before we go any fur-

there must be’ many Bornstein’s around My
grandfather’s name is Karl.”

“Karl,” he said, “Akiva! Kivi! — Sure L. knew...
your... grandpal” I couldn’t believe my ears. "That’s
what my grandfather was called — Kivil

“How did you know my grandfather?” I asked,
completely taken aback.

“I lived right across the street from your
grandpa in the DP camp in Germany I was in the
Kibbutz, and your grandpa was in the police de-
partment right across the street. Your grandpa was
a great man. Is he still alive?” .

“Unfortunately, Shlomo, my grandfather passed

away a few months before I was born. I never got

to meet him, but I was named after him.” As the
story goes on, I was so excited about my discovery
that T called Vivienne at Citymeals to share my
story. She was so moved by the series of events
and “coincidence” and asked what we could do next:

Overcome with emotions and excitement, I told
her that I would like to learn more about my fam-
ily, and asked if I could become a volunteer. So,
each ard every Monday morning at 8 a.m., I go to
visit Shlomo Spielman, and each time, I learn a
new piece of my family’s history...

I wanted to thank you personally, for giving me
this wonderful opportunity to work here on this
program. I am forever grateful for havmg this op-
portunity to make a difference in the seniors’ lives.
Who would have known, that one would have
touched my own life so deeply' : .

Kari Bornstein, is the coordinator of a new
(Citymeals-on-Wheels funded) Friendly Visiting pro-
gram for homebound Meals on Wheels recipients.

THE JEWISH PRESS  «

For Frumyuﬂgerman f
Blood mg Aor©

Please ea!!.
718 431-9831
- Thank you

"ROTHBERGER. <, CO.

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION COMMITIMENTTO EXCELLENCE

ACCOUNTING
| ANNUITIES*
LIFE INSURANCE
MORTGAGES
MUTUAL FUNDS* |
RETIREMENT PLANS*

r REAL ESTATE
“PROBLEMS CANNOT BE SOLVED AT THE SAME |-
LEVEL OF AWARENESS THAT CREATED THEM.”

= ALBERT EINSTEIN
PHONE: (718) 252-4152
E-MAIL: SAMYROTH@NETZERO.COM

SHMUEL ROTHBERGER CPA*

*Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Services sm
_ A non-bank subsidiary of Wells Fargo & Company, Member: SIPC
6333 North State Hwy. 161, 4th FL. Irving, Texas 75038 (972) 870-6000




